CHAPTER   10
SWASTIKA  OVER  HUNGARY
on August soth, 1938,1 stood on the hill in Budapest and watched
the Regent, Admiral Horthy, lead the historic procession, bearing
what is alleged to be the right hand of St. Stephen, to the Corona-
tion Church, On August soth, 1038, Saint Stephen died, He was
that first crowned King of Hungary who received the title
of King from the Pope himself, together with the Holy Crown
which the crowds, in this anniversary year, had been Hocking
to see in the Palace at Budapest, In that Crown the whole
tradition and ancient claim of Hungary, so long overrun by the
Turks, so long ruled by the Habsburgs, to be an independent
kingdom were vested,
Hungary, the land of St. Stephen's Crown, is a Crowndom
rather than a Kingdom; that, at any rate, is the theory which the
Hungarians expounded to you, and you always wondered,
privately, just how far they believed in it,
Nevertheless, that Holy Crown, with the crooked cross atop of
it, with the two venerable Hungarian noblemen who are its
Keepers, with its own special Bodyguard, in gorgeous uniforms,
is a bauble of some interest, as it lies in its special strongroom in
the Royal Palace at Budapest, and if half the things that are told
about it are true it must be one of the most famous jewels in the
world, so I had better give you a brief account of its adventures*
The Holy Crown — not quite this crown, but half of it — was
given to Stephen's emissaries in the year 1000 by Pope Sylvester IL
When King Stephen died it lay, on his head, in his sarcophagus for
forty-five years, and was then taken out again, King Bela fled
with it before the Turks to Dalmatia* Only those crowned with it
at Sz£kesfeh6rvdr by the Archbishop of Esztergom, Primate of
Hungary, were rightful Kings of Hungary, and as kings are
sticklers for the law, and liked to stand well with the Pope,
this led to fierce competition for it*
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